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Appendix A

Consent Form (English)

This form is to be signed by the person who has agreed to be recorded as part of an interview
given to Akanksha Yadav (Doctoral student, Department of Humanistic Studies, I[IT (BHU)). Her
ongoing work is based on Chatha Puja.

The reason for this form is to seek consent for the recordings, pictures, or videos to be taken and
subsequently to be used for research and publication purposes. In turn, I offer a commitment to
the best of my ability, and the said recordings are to be used appropriately and sensitively.

I, the undersigned, agree to have my interview recorded in audio/video format. I also give my
consent to be photographed. I understand that the recordings may be converted into other formats
and published.

I, the undersigned, consent to the processing of my personal data for the purposes of this

recording and subsequent publishing.

FULL NAME

ADDRESS

CONTACT NUMBER

EMAIL ADDRESS

SIGNED DATED
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HgHAfd 9 (Hindi)

SH WIH W 30 TTFd GaRT §EATETR T SATeAT § SIT TThIETT ATGd (Siaeic BT, ATATATATg]
HEAYT TIHTT, IMLIHTSET (STY)) T QT T A&TehR & TEH & 9 7 RIS kel o forw
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Appendix B

Interview Schedule for the Worshippers

Name (oITH)-

Age (3H)-

Gender (foiaT)-

Caste (3|T1%|')

Religion (?-ﬂfl')-

Region/ State/ City (one belongs to) ( STeH hT FUTeT)-
Present Address (9dT)-

Email ( é’-ﬁlﬂ')-

Mobile Number ( BlsT FFaI)-

Marital Status (daTfgeh AT )-

Number of Children (HdTel)-

Number of Family Members (GRGR & AT shl TEAT)-

To understand the significance of 'purity, impurity and cleanliness' in Hinduism, in the
context of Chatha Pija.

What is the most important thing to be maintained in the Chatha Paja?

What is Safai?

How is it maintained in the festival?

Is cleaning the house important?

How are the houses cleaned?

Is a place for the Paja kept separate from the rest of the house?

How are the things related to the Paja stored in the house?

Why is Safar important in the festival?

Who is generally responsible for cleaning and organizing the work in the house?
How do neighbours participate in maintaining cleanliness around?

Are there arrangements by the government authorities or voluntary groups for
maintaining cleanliness around the house and in the ghats?

What happens if there are instances of a lack of cleanliness?

Can you recall any such incident?

What precautions do you take to maintain cleanliness during the festival?

What is the importance of 'nahae-khae' in worship?

What are the activities that are done on this day?

To study the relevance of manautt in the folk tradition of Chatha Puja.
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How did the celebration of Chatha Puja start in your family?

Why do you or members of your family observe fasts in Chatha Ptja?

For whom do the main worshippers observe fast in Chatha Ptja?

Have you heard of manauti in Chatha PGja? To which god or goddess, do people make
manauti?

e Do you recall any instance when manauti has been done by you, your family or anyone
else?
What do people do when manauti is fulfilled?
What happens if people do not make the promised offerings when their manauti has been
fulfilled?
Do you recall any instances related to this?
[s manauti the only reason for observing and worshipping Chatha Paja?

To explore the 'giving' or transference of the ritual responsibility amongst the worshippers.

Who are the ones who are the main worshippers of Chatha Ptja?

Do men fast during Chatha Paja?

How are the works divided amongst the family members in your house during the Chatha
Paja?

What happens if one is not able to fast and celebrate for Chatha in a year?

[s the celebration of Chatha Pijja every year mandatory?

Under what circumstances, one should not be allowed to participate in the Chatha Ptja?

Interview Schedule for people who prepare ritual materials of Chatha Paja

The schedule below has been designed to understand the significance of the hierarchy of ritual
status of various castes in everyday life and how these lines get blurred on occasions like Chatha
Paja. The division of labour has been one of the reasons for the emergence of castes in India.
Nesfield's occupational theory of caste elaborately explains that castes in India developed as per
the occupation of a person. The concept of superior and inferior castes can be seen as the result
of such occupational segregation by caste system in India. The schedule would therefore be used
to understand the significance of this division on religious occasions, thus signifying the
functional unity of some (downtrodden) castes for the maintenance of social equilibrium.
Nevertheless, there have been trends of changes in these services, their importance, their
execution and payments for such services. The protocol has been designed to throw some light
on such issues as well.

For Naun
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Understanding the importance of the instruments or objects that are made by a particular
caste community

What is the instrument that you use? What do you call it?

What is it made of or how do you make it?

Why is it considered to be pure?

Do these instruments or objects signify anything?

Can you recall any stories that you might have heard from your ancestors related to
these?

How do you maintain the purity of your instrument

What are the regulations that determine the purity or impurity and the significance of
your work?

What are the cases of restrictions on your participation ?

Are the instruments passed down to the generations?

Understanding the dependence of various castes on Chatha Puja

Are you invited by people on Chatha Paja?

What are the activities that you are expected to perform?

What is the importance of these duties on an occasion like Chatha Piija?

How many days are you required to visit them and what is the significance of each of
your visits?

What are you offered in return for your services?

How long have you been serving them?

Are there particular families that you serve?

How often do you have invites from other families? How do you charge them for your
services? Are the relations with them temporary?

Understanding the everyday interaction of this caste with people of other castes

What are the other occasions when you are invited to participate?

What are you offered in return?

What and how are your relationships with those who invite you for such purposes?

How do you address those who invite you for these purposes?

How do they address you? Are there specific words meant to address them, you or your
services?

How are their relations with your family members? Did your forefathers serve them too?
Will your children be interested in being part of such occasions, when called by these
people?
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To see if there are changes in the functional utility of such services

What are the changes that you have witnessed all these years?

How long have you been in this profession? How were things when your forefathers
performed such functions?

Are your children interested in your work? Will they inherit it?

Whom do you invite when there are such occasions in your own homes?

How often do you visit these people other than any particular occasion?

How are you treated on such days? What are you offered in such visits?

For Prajapati artisans

To understand the importance of this caste members amongst the Hindus.

How long have you been engaged in this work?

For how many generations have your families been doing this?

What are the changes that you see in these years?

How have interactions with other caste communities changed over these years?

To understand the importance of their services in society

What is the instrument that you make? What do you call it?

What is it made of or how do you make it?

Why is it considered to be pure?

Do these instruments or objects signify anything?

Can you recall any stories that you might have heard from your ancestors related to
these?

How do you maintain the purity of your instrument

What are the regulations that determine the purity and significance of your work?

What are the cases of restrictions on your participation ?

Are the instruments passed down to the generations?

Understanding the everyday interaction with other castes

How are your relationships with people from other castes?

Do these people buy things from you directly on other days?

For how long have you been in this profession? Did your forefathers also earned their
living like this

What are the instruments that you use for making these potteries

How do you make these potteries

How do you ensure the purity of your instruments?
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For the caste community who make Bamboo sipla/sipa

Understanding the importance of their services in society

What are the main activities that you are engaged in?

How are these activities important for society?

Do you see these activities as impure or pure?

On what occasions are you invited by people?

How are the interactions with these people in your daily lives?

How do you address these people? Are there specific words to address them?

How are you paid for your services?

Are there any stories related to the importance of these services amongst the Hindus?

To understand the importance of these objects in the festival

What is the importance of the bamboo siipla/siipa in Chatha?
How do you prepare these? Can you please elaborate on this?
What do these objects signify?

How are these objects used in other occasions?

What do you do to ensure the purity of these objects?

Can you recall any stories that are related to these objects?

To study the changes in the importance of their services over the years.

Do you witness any change in the importance of your services nowadays?

How were these objects sold earlier by you or your forefathers? Do you see the

development of markets obstructing direct interaction with people?

Do you recall any folk songs that are about the importance of your services in society?
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